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To give an exact idea of the penetration of the European directives and norms (EN) in the central sterile supply departments (CSSD) is not easy.

It is evident that there are big differences even between the departments within the same country.

Each country has to convert directives into national legislation. 

The relevance of the medical device directive and of the general product safety directive for the CSSD is discussed. 

The latter aims to improve the application of the EN.

The European forum for hospital sterile supply (EFHSS) too pursues this goal through spreading information.

Finally the dissemination and implementation of the EN in different countries is discussed.

